
Friends of Bayview United Church,  

Advent is a time of expectant waiting and preparation.  It is the season in 
our church year when we prepare for the coming of Christ once again into 
our lives. 

The colour for Advent is blue which means “hope”.  On the third Sunday 
in Advent the colour changes to pink to signify “joy”.  As we prepare to welcome      
Jesus on Christmas Day, it is important that we can both experience and express 
thoughts and feelings of hope and joy in our lives.    

And so I ask you to reflect on what brings you hope and joy through the seasons of 
Advent and Christmas?   Perhaps it is the shopping, the decorating, the baking and 
cooking, the carols, the movies, the church services or the family gatherings.  Even 
during times of darkness or sad thoughts and feelings, where do you see the light 
starting to break through into your life?  Perhaps it is the visit or telephone call from a 
friend or a Christmas card or the memories of times spent 
with a loved one.  Perhaps all these things can help us feel 
glimmers of hope and joy in our lives when we are feeling 
down.   

I believe as Christians, Jesus is the hope and joy that we are 
all searching for in our lives.  Jesus’ birth represented a new 
beginning to the Jewish people.  Other faith traditions have 
their own sources of inspiration.  Ultimately we are all seeking 
a light that brings us hope and joy to our spirits.             

This Advent Season, I am looking forward to all of our special 
services as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ among 
us on December 25

th
.  All of our Advent and Christmas      

services are listed in the Newsletter.  I hope you and your 
family will be able to join in our Advent and Christmas         
adventure.   

May the spirit of Christ warm your hearts and shine brightly in 
your lives today and always.  Wishing you a blessed 2018! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Rev. Cindy 
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Chair of  Council 

 

Submitted by Carol MacLean 

Since our last newsletter, there has been tremendous amount of activity and number of 
events at Bayview United thanks to the dedication of the ministry teams and committees 
along with outstanding support from the congregation and the wider community. 

This summer the peaked roof on the church was replaced. We are grateful for the financial 
support from the church community for this large investment in our future. 

In September we celebrated the 3
rd

 anniversary of Bayview United with reflections by Rev. 
Cindy and me on the past year and an outline of what we look forward to in the upcoming 
year.  We continue to strive to be a welcoming community to all who come to Bayview United 
and to encourage participation in events that bring us together to both support the church 
and nurture friendship. Some of our significant events were highlighted during that service 
include the following. 

The Fall Bazaar, our largest event, was held on October 14
th
. 

We had generous donations from the many talented cooks, 
artists, gardeners, and crafters, along with donations for the 
silent auction and gently used items for the nearly new and 
toy tables.  This year the net profit was over $9,000 which is 
more than all previous years. It was also a time to renew old 
friendships, including help from Camp Koyo alumni, and to 

make new 
contact with 
our        
neighbours. 
Thanks to 
everyone who 
helped in any 
way.  

 

The Raise the Roof Dinner and Concert was another example of the spirit of community  
support that exceeded all our expectations in attendance and talent. A special thanks to our 
Music Director, Karen Quinton, for the music program and to Linda Fujita for organizing the 
catered dinner. 

On Saturday, December 3
rd

 we will hold our second annual Advent Adventures, with crafts 
and activities for the young families and the young at heart.  

And on Saturday, March 17
th
 there is a potluck dinner and singsong in celebration of St.   

Patrick’s Day on the day! 

We look forward to seeing you all at our Annual Congregational Meeting on February 25, 
2018 to review the Annual Report for 2017 and present the financial and other plans for 
2018. 

Finally, on behalf of your church council, I wish everyone in our congregation a joyful Advent 
Season. We are so grateful every day for your generosity, which comes in so many forms -- 
your energy, time, ideas, talents, and financial contributions. 

Irene and Howie Kagawa 

Nonie Keen and Ruby Shikaze 
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Ongoing:   

We Collect: 

* Used stamps with a 1/4 inch border to support the Leprosy Mission Canada. 
* Used eye glasses to support the Lions Club Sight Program.  

* Non-perishable food for the Lansing Food Bank. 
* All toiletries, soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste etc. to help the youth at Eva’s place. 

* Dead Batteries are being collected in the Narthex to be taken to an approved recycling depot. 

 Community and Global Partnership  
Submitted by Irene Kagawa 

As a caring church, we support many organizations. 

In September, our Sunday School children walked in the Terry Fox Walk for Cancer          
Research and raised $380 in cash.  Also, cheques made out to the Terry Fox organization 
were mailed to them. 

We are collecting clean, gently used winter coats for the Children's Breakfast Club.  If you 
have any or know of anyone who has, please bring them to church and advise Kaz Shikaze 
or Precious Watanabe and they will look after it. 

On October 22nd, we celebrated World Food Day by serving 
Stone Soup.  People contributed vegetables to add to a pot 
to make a delicious soup.  A bowl of soup was sold for $5 
and the money ($331.30) was forwarded to the Lansing 
Food Bank. 

Until the end of November, we will accept donations to help 
the Rohingya people from Myanmar who are in refugee 
camps in Bangladesh. A majority are children and your help 
is badly needed.  Please place your cash or a cheque made 
to Bayview United Church in an envelope marked 
"Rohingya" with your name on the envelope. Your donation 
will be forwarded to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, an     
association that provides food for refugees living in         
informal settlements. 

The annual Japanese Social Services Holiday Drive will commence in late November.  We 
will be collecting cash donations or cheques made out of Bayview United Church for JSS.  
This organization helps the disadvantaged Japanese in our community. 

On Mission Sunday, Nov. 26th, Grace Costa from Eva's Place will explain the work of this 
organization that helps homeless youth ages 18-23 years.  They are having a major       
fundraising drive because they need to add more beds.  This year, our White Gift donations 
will go to Eva's Place.  An idea for a  Christmas gift for the teens is a gift certificate to Tim 
Horton's, McDonalds or Subway in $5, $10 and $15 amounts.  Eva's Place can also use twin 
size bottom fitted sheets, regular size pillowcases and medium size towels (all linens 
not in white) or a monetary donation to help them buy much needed linens at     
wholesale prices. 

Our church helps the homeless who come to our church.  We give these people                 
(23 registered recipients) a food voucher five times a year excluding the summer months.   

Your support enables us to help these charities. 

Amy Hanada-Nagahara, Sanae Fukushima, Irene Kagawa 



Women’s Fellowship Circle 
Submitted by Eiko Watanabe 
At our annual windup on Friday, June 2, 2017, we had 30 ladies and 3 men (who were drivers who 
ably served us and cleaned up).  It was organized by co-ordinator Naomi Takasaki and her       
committee.  The theme for this event was Canada 150.    Five women ably spoke of their province 
of birth, with highlights and facts. Thanks to them for their most interesting presentations. 

Joan Bennett – Nova Scotia 

Joan was born in Middleton, in the Annapolis Valley and spent summers on the Bay of Fundy, 
and she feels that N.S. is close to her heart. Joan attended Acadia University, graduated from 
U. of T.  and did part time studies at Brandies U. in Mass., including a course on Japanese 
politics.   N.S. is the second-smallest province and almost entirely surrounded by water. It has 
a population of approximately one million people, and 12 universities. Fishing is one of the 
main industries and N.S. is the largest lobster exporter in the world. Other industries that   
contribute to the economy are agriculture, forestry, including Christmas trees, natural gas, 
gypsum and wild blueberries. 

The famous Sydney Crosby, who presently plays for the Pittsburgh Penguins, was born in 
Cole Harbour, near Halifax. 

Carol MacLean – Prince Edward Island 

Carol is also from Nova Scotia, but P.E.I. is the birthplace of some of her family.  She      
graduated from Dalhousie U.   P.E.I. is the smallest province – 2,170 square miles in size – 
with a population of 146,000. The Mi’kmaq First Nations people were the first inhabitants.  
French explorer Jacques Cartier discovered the island in 1534 and called it Isle St. Jean. In 
1763 it became a British colony 
and in 1798 became P.E.I.  In 
1864 the Charlottetown         
Conference began the process 
which led to the creation of   
Canada in 1867. In 1908, L.M. 
Montgomery wrote Anne of 
Green Gables.  P.E.I. is known 
for its red soil, excellent           
potatoes, and over 90 sandy 
beaches. It is called Canada`s 
Ocean Playground.  The largest 
industries are agriculture, tourism 
and fishing. 

Ruby Shikaze – Saskatchewan 

Ruby`s claim to fame is that she was the first Japanese-Canadian born in Saskatoon. As a 
matter of fact, she attended her 60 year nurses` reunion from the University Hospital in June.  

Saskatchewan entered Confederation in 1905.  Its current population is 1,158,335 people.  
Agriculture is the root of the Saskatchewan economy.  Besides wheat, crops are barley, rye, 
oats, canola, flax and alfalfa.  Mining is a major industry, with Saskatchewan the world leader 
in potash and uranium exports.   

In 1944, Tommy Douglas became premier of Saskatchewan. One of Douglas’s first acts was 
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Counter Clockwise:  Carol MacLean, Molly Morita, Joan Bennett, Kathi Saito, Ruby    

Shikaze, Dorothy Honda, Judy MaiKawa, Mary Lou Griffiths 



to bring in free medical and hospital care for pensioners and some others. The program was 
later expanded to become Medicare, which ultimately spread to the other provinces of       
Canada.  

The University of Saskatchewan was founded in 1907 in Saskatoon.  Her brother Art was 
chancellor of the University of Regina for two terms, from 2001 to 2007.  Her dad owned a  
fabric store called the Mikado Silk Company, and there are two streets named after her dad, 
Wakabayashi Way and Wakabayashi Crescent. 

Louise Nagano – Alberta 

Although Louise was born in Cumberland, B.C. she moved with her family to Alberta at the age 
of 4, and lived there until she completed her university degree and later moved to Toronto.  It 
is famous for its Calgary Stampede, and for Banff National Park, in which the famous Banff 
Hot Springs and Lake Louise are located.  Other famous parks  include Jasper National Park 
and Waterton National Park.  Alberta`s official flower is the wild rose, and the official bird is the 
great horned owl. The official mammal is the big-horn sheep. 

Judy Maikawa – British Columbia 

Judy was born in Tashme, B.C.  Many of the Japanese in our congregation were also born in 
B.C.  Judy graduated in nursing at the Vancouver General Hospital and later moved to         
Toronto. 

It is the most western province with a population of 4.5 million.  B.C. is the third-largest      
province, after Quebec and Ontario.  It entered Confederation in 1871.  Victoria is the capital 
city.  75% of B.C. is mountainous, 60% is forested and only 5% can be used for crops. The 
south coast enjoys the mildest weather in Canada.  Half of all the people in B.C. live in the 
metropolitan area of Vancouver.  

The main occupations are logging, farming and mining.  B.C. has some of the best ski resorts 
in the world.  It`s the playground capital of Canada for those who enjoy the         
outdoors.  Personally, I think B.C. is the most beautiful province in Canada.  

Our windup featured a parade for the best costume. There were many innovative     
costumes relating to Canada’s 150

th
 year, with a number of variations on the Canadian 

flag. Red was the dominant colour of the evening.  Kay Oiye won the contest.  Games, 
like bingo and a game to guess famous TV couples were enjoyed by all. 

Grace was led by Grace Omoto, followed by delicious bento boxes, prepared by Mr. 
Ishii and served by the men. Thanks to the ladies for providing the hors d’oeuvres,    
delicious desserts, prizes, etc. The gathering concluded at 7:00 p.m. 

A few of our ladies attended the annual planning meeting at Rev. Cindy’s place in  
Cheltenham to plan the church events throughout the year.   

Upcoming events: 

Sun. Jan. 14, 2018  - General Meeting with Louise Nagano, Kathi Saito and Madeline Sakamoto.  
Details will be in the weekly bulletin. 
Sat. Feb. 10, 2018 -  at Momiji -  Co-ordinated by Ruby Shikaze, Rev. Cindy Cooper & Janice 
Cermak. 
Many thanks to the ladies who prepared the juice and cookies during the summer months of July 
and August. 

Our main activity throughout the year is the weekly coffee service, and we are grateful to the ladies. 
Again thanks to Louise Nagano for co-ordinating the coffee service.  The money raised will go to 
support the Mission and Service Fund of The United Church of Canada.  Please remember we are a 
nut-free building. 

Kay Oiye 



Flowers remind us of the beauty of nature. At our Sunday Services they present a sense of calm. 

Ikebana arrangements are created by Grace Omoto, Eiko Yoshioka, Peggy Taira, Betty Lou Arai, 
Madelaine Sakamoto and Kay Oiye. 

The church appreciates their peaceful contributions. 

Thank you to all who placed flowers for a special event, in memorium or contributed to the flower fund. 

Domelle Family 
David Pelton and Family 
Penelope Tibbles Cookson 
Sue, Michael, Patricia and Jason Kitagawa 
Henry & Christine Ichiyen  
Janice Cermak  
Ken & Shizuka Koyama  
Nonie & Alex Keen 
Don Worth  
Takasaki Family 
Ruby & Kaz Shikaze  

Flowers were given to: 

Jim Sakamoto 
Chris Masuda 
Precious Watanabe 
Mercedes Hughes 
Ken Matsugu 
David Pelton 
Sarah Quinton 
Lois Fusé 
Hisaye Niiya 
Bayview United Church Garden 

Thank you All, 
Christine Ichiyen 
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Sunday Morning Flowers 

 News from the Hospitality and Care Team 
DEATHS: 

May 29, 2017    Molly Pelton 

July 28, 2017  Susie Iwata 

August 16, 2017  Jean Reynolds 

August 28, 2017  Amy Tomita  

September 27, 2017 Rev. Ken Matsugu 

October 18, 2017  Patricia Worth 

October 21, 2017  Anne Holloway 

November 1, 2017          Eileen Campbell 

November 4, 2017 Sugao (Sugar) Sato 

From Ken Koyama’s garden 



News from the Hospitality and Care Team 

The H&C Team continues to keep busy by providing pastoral care support to our            
congregation.  Special thanks to Ruby Shikaze and all H & C members for keeping in touch 
with people in need of care and support in our church.   If you know of anyone who would 
like a visit or a phone call from Rev. Cindy or our H & C Team, please let Rev. Cindy or   
Ruby know. 

Our hearts were deeply saddened at the sudden passing of Rev. Ken Matsugu on         
September 27

th
.  He was not only a member of the H & C Team and a prayer supporter, but 

a big and special part of our congregation.  He and Noby are both dearly missed by us all. 

Our H&C Team along with some members of our church will be delivering poinsettias or a 
small gift to our shut-ins in December.  Thank you Elaine Turnbull, Dee Dee Yatabe, and 
Dianne Domelle for organizing this meaningful ministry.     

The H & C Team provided the lunch for 24 BUC members and friends at Momiji on June 
22

nd
.  The grace was said by Rev. Ken and Karen provided great music for the sing song.  

Everyone had a wonderful time. 

Our Reiki Team will be offering a session on Dec. 3
rd

 and March 11
th
.  Please speak to Dee 

Dee Yatabe or Rev. Cindy if you would like to book a session.  Thank you Reiki Team for 
being willing to offer these sessions! 

H&C hosted a Christmas theme Sharing Table on Nov. 26
th
.  Thank you to all who         

contributed to the table and thank you to Judy Maikawa and Madeline Sakamoto for looking 
after the table. Our next Sharing Tables will be on February 4

th
 and May 6

th
.   

We have called or visited several of our members who have not been well.  We sent    
greeting cards to some church members.  These included get well cards, sympathy cards, 
cards for special wedding anniversaries, and cards observing extra special birthdays such 
as 95, and even 100+!   

The Prayer Supporters continue to offer prayers to 42 recipients.  Special thanks to Barbara 
Marshall for the cards of support she has sent out over the past several months. To make a 
request for confidential prayers, please contact Barbara Marshall (416-222-8267) or email 
Elaine Turnbull at ejz@sympatico.ca.  Thank you Prayer Supporters for your ongoing   
prayers. 

The next Healing Prayer Service will take place at the church on Sunday, April 22
nd

 at 1:00 
p.m. in the sanctuary.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

May you have a blessed Christmas and New Year. 
With Joy, The H&C Team. 

SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS: 

95
th

:     Robyn Clare   August 31, 2017 

95
th

:     Min Yatabe                   September 15, 2017 

102
nd

:   Hisako Kondo   November 5, 2017 

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARIES: 

65
th

:   Min and Lydia Yatabe  (September 4, 2017) 

50
th

:   Yoshiyuki and Midori Ushirode   (June 10, 2017) 

10
th

:   Kathe (Mogan) and Chris Sanz   (June 23, 2017) 

mailto:ejz@sympatico.ca
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A reminder to buy tickets for our upcoming events in the early part of December: 

 

On Saturday, December 2nd from 3 to 6 p.m. is our second Advent Adventure.  This will be a 

fun time for families especially those with small children.  There will be crafts and singing      

followed by a pizza dinner.  Cost is $8.00 per person and children under 12 are free.  Last year, 

everyone, especially the children, had a blast.  Don’t miss out.  See Carol MacLean for tickets 

today!!  

 

 

 

Don’t miss out on our annual turkey lunch to be held this year on Sunday, December 10
th
 at 

12:15 p.m.  It’s a very popular event so make sure you purchase your tickets early before they 

run out!  The meal will be catered by Ian James Catering and we must provide final numbers to 

him by December 3rd.   

As well due to space restrictions, we have a maximum number we can accommodate therefore 

tickets will NOT be available at the door. 

Tickets are $15 per person and children under 12 are free.  Please contact Ruby Shikaze or 

Linda Fujita no later than December 3.  

 

 

We hope you will attend both of these events.  See you soon!! 

Upcoming Events 



Robert Oda 
Submitted by Kaz Shikaze 

Bob Oda was a member of the former Toronto Japanese United Church. Although Bob was 
born in Canada and was fluent in English, he wanted to attend the Japanese language     
service to improve his Japanese language skills. Bob passed away in May 2016 and the   
following is a short bio of Bob that I was able to adapt from the eulogy given by Richard 
Frank, Bob’s long time friend. Bob’s life is certainly one that demonstrates sheer grit and   
determination as well as the ability to rise above one’s disability. I would try to greet Bob 
whenever he came to church and would engage him in small talk. My regret is that I did not 
have more serious discussions with him. Bob left a generous bequest of over $125,000 to 
Bayview United Church.  

Bob Oda was born in Vancouver a week before Christmas in 1934 in the midst of the Great 
Depression. The joy of Bob’s birth was muted by a severe disability, cerebral palsy.  Indeed, 
doctors warned that Bob was unlikely to see his first birthday.   But Bob was spirited, a   
fighter and mother Kimiye showered him with love and nurturing, so Bob struggled, survived 
and thrived. 

When Japan attacked Pearl harbour, Bob and his family were interned to a relocation camp 
in the interior of BC.  But in the face of prejudice, hardship and injustice there came a     
glimmer of light for Bob.  An American soldier had compassion on him and made a pair of 
crutches for Bob.  After years at home crawling around on the floor Bob could at last walk 
and attend school.   Before that he learned English on his own by reading Classics Illustrated 
comic books. 

After the war the family moved to Toronto where Bob continued his studies at Wellesley 
School for Crippled Children at Bay & Wellesley.  He enjoyed summers at a lodge where he 
engaged in many activities including cards, chess and even some dancing.  Following    
graduation Bob obtained a job in accounting with Goodwill Industries.  Bob commuted to 
work at Goodwill down town on TTC and crutches for his entire career, some 30 plus years 
before retiring. 

But Bob was never defined by his work or disability.  He had very broad outside interests,  
socializing with friends & family, reading, music, sports (especially baseball and hockey).  He 
was a passionate fan of the Boston Red Sox.  He was equally passionate about jazz and 
many other types of music.  His record collection numbers about 12,000.  Bob was a history 
buff and was particularly interested in anything to do with Winston Churchill.  His reading 
was wide ranging with a big collection of books and magazines, Readers Digest, Foreign  
Affairs, The Economist, Macleans, Sports Illustrated, Music Journals, Globe and Mail – he 
knew a lot about a lot of different things.  Yet Bob was never a show-off about his 
knowledge, always humble. 

As the years went by, Bob struggled even more physically not just with cerebral palsy, but 
also with diabetes, prostate cancer and kidney disease.   Yet, through it all he seldom     
complained. 

Bob passed away on May, 7, 2016. 

Remembering... 



Remembering... 

Kunio Ken Matsugu Eulogy – Oct 6, 2017 by Sue Kai 

My name is Sue Kai; my maiden name is Sumi Matsugu. I am Ken Matsugu’s older sister by 3 ½ 
years. People used to think that Ken was my older brother as he was thin on the top. 

The Matsugu family consisted of my father Yuhey, mother Kuniye, children Zenji, Emiko, Sam, Sue, 
Ken, and youngest sister Yoshiko Lorraine. 1 ½ years younger than Ken. The Matsugu family lived 
on 700 Cordova Street in Vancouver, in the heart of Little Tokyo. All of our neighbours were        
Japanese; in fact, I think some Cordova Street neighbours from 75 years ago may be here today. 
Raise your hands if are here – Akiko Barbara Shimada (nee Okawara) and her sister Louise      
Okawara who still call Ken by his Japanese name Kunio. 

Ken grew up between an older sister (that’s me) and a younger sister Yoshiko Lorraine Matsugu. 
Yoshiko was a precocious child, always looking after Ken – tying his shoe laces and wiping his    
runny nose. 

Ken went to Strathcona Public School, the famous school where 90% of the students were          
Japanese. Ken also went to the Vancouver Japanese Language School and the Vancouver        
Japanese United Church Sunday School. 

In 1942, the evacuation of 22,000 Japanese-Canadians from the Pacific coast took place due the 
War Measures Act. The government suspected that Canadian citizens of Japanese ancestry might 
commit acts of sabotage and sent them to relocations camps in the BC interior. 

Some of the Matsugu family consisting of father, mother (both in their forties), Sue – 17, Ken – 14, 
Lorraine – 13, were moved to the BC town called Kaslo. It was a former mining town. Approximately 
1,000 Japanese Canadians were sent to this ghost town. 

In Kaslo, Ken went to high school, Lorraine to public school and I taught school as I had just      
graduate from high school in Vancouver. After living in Kaslo for three years, the Matsugu family 
moved to Chatham Ontario. Where Ken graduated from Chatham Collegiate Institute. 

Here is my letter to Ken and Noby. 

Dear Ken and Noby, 
Thank you very much for your love and support during my breast cancer illness and recovery. 
You lived in Oshawa when I was ill and every Monday you would volunteer at Castleview-
Wychwood Towers. Then you would drive to my house in the north-west of the city, make supper 
for me and kept me comfortable. Sometimes you would stay late at night and drive home to   
Oshawa. 
You helped me so much with much love and encouragement. 
Ken, you were also my driver. It was convenient that you lived so close to me at Yee Hong. I have 
lost you as my chauffeur. 
Ken, you were the kindest, sweetest brother. I will miss you so very much. 
Love, sister Sue. 

Memories of Rev. Ken Matsugu 
Submitted by Elaine Turnbull  

Rev. Ken and Noby were dearly loved by our congregation, and we will continue to be blessed by 
memories of their self-effacing Christian leadership and guidance. 
We will have different memories of Rev. Ken and Noby.  Some will remember Rev. Ken’s           
good-natured willingness to wear a fluffy green wig at the St. Patrick’s Day parties; or his spirited 
ventures into the mysteries of information technology.  Others will remember his unfailing kindness 

and bemused chuckles; or his insistently standing up for those who are frail or alone; (Continued...) 



Memories of Rev. Ken Matsugu (continued from page 10) 
 

or his many visits with Noby to shut-ins, both in our own congregation and elsewhere.  Others will 
remember his forthright insistence that he had never received a divine call to the ministry, that he 
was too unimportant for that.  Most will remember Rev. Ken’s shy, cheery presence throughout the 
summer of 2017 as he stood faithfully at our front door every Sunday graciously welcoming       
members and visitors to Bayview United Church. 
 

Rev. Ken and Noby were our gentle Franciscans. 
`Not so much to be consoled as to console;  
to be understood as to understand,  
to be loved as to love;   
for it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.’ 

We were richly blessed. 
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Kitchen Renovation Dedicated in Memory of Audrey Fukuzawa 
Submitted by Rev. Cindy and Linda Fujita 

 

In the summer of 2016, we undertook a much-needed renovation to the 
church kitchen.  We removed the centre island and moved the sinks to 
the west wall.  This gave us lots of extra space in the kitchen.  We also 
replaced the floor, purchased a new tap with a hose to enable the    
coffee urns to be filled much more easily and purchased a new       
commercial refrigerator. Finally, we painted the walls. This was a costly 
project but was made possible because all costs were covered by the 
Audrey Sasaki Fukuzawa Fund – a fund set up in memory of Audrey 

Fukuzawa.  We are thankful that the Fukuzawa family and the Committee which administers the 
ASF fund supported the use of these funds for the kitchen renovation.  

Audrey had many gifts and one was the gift of hospitality. 
She loved to welcome, entertain and, of course, feed 
people at her home with Roy. She would cook up a 
storm and no one would ever go home hungry. The 
same was true at the church. She knew food was        
important and brought people together. It is therefore  
fitting that we used the ASF Fund donated in Audrey’s 
memory, to make the church kitchen more functional. 
Now we are serving up feasts to feed our congregation 
and nurture our spirits. 

As we continue to remember and miss Audrey and her love of cooking and 
baking, we are pleased to dedicate this kitchen to her memory. 

Rev. Ken and Noby Matsugu 



 

 

Min and Lydia Yatabe – 65 years of marriage 
Submitted by Brian Kai 

On September 4, 1952, Minoru Yatabe and Lydia  
Nakamura were married in Edmonton Alberta. After a 
number of moves, in 1959, Min and Lydia purchased a 
house in the Don Mills area of Toronto; a newly planned 
suburban community. They had three children; Norman, 
Deidre (Dee Dee) and Vivian who all attended Don Mills 
Collegiate Institute. Min was a chemical engineer with a 
sanitary engineering consulting firm specializing in water 
treatment and municipal and industrial waste water 
treatment. Lydia was a skilled homemaker specializing 
in cooking, sewing and all aspects of raising children 
including education, sports and lessons. To celebrate 
their 65th wedding anniversary, Min and Lydia were   
accompanied by daughter Dee Dee and son-in-law    
Brian to the CN Tower revolving restaurant to see the 
sights of Toronto. See the included photo to which they 
were greeted with many positive comments.             
Congratulations, Min and Lydia. 

Welcome to BUC Dorothy Amos! 
Submitted by Rev. Cindy 

Dorothy transferred her membership from Bedford Park United 
Church and became a new member of BUC on Sunday,        
November 12

th
.  Dorothy was baptised at the Fred Victor      

Mission.  As a child and young adult, Dorothy and her family  
attended St. Enoch’s United Church.  In 1963 they transferred to 
Bedford Park United Church.  She was a member there until 
they officially closed on May 14, 2017.  

While at Bedford Park, Dorothy was Clerk of Session for 50 
years, on the board of Stewards for 50 years, Chair of Ministry 
and Personnel, CGIT leader at both St. Enoch’s and then    
Bedford Park U.C., and President of the UCW for 45 years.  
There is still a small group of women who meet 3 times a year.  
Dorothy’s work career was in the financial industry working at 
Canada Life Assurance Company for nearly 50 years. 

Dorothy served as Administrator for the National United Church 
Women from 2001-2012.  She was President of Toronto      
Conference UCW from 1997-1999.  She was chair of the Finance Committee and later Nominations 
Committee at Toronto Conference.  She was an active member of Toronto Southeast Presbytery.  
She was on the board of the Toronto United Church Council for several years.  She was there at 
the start of Ryde Lake Camp for CGIT girls in 1952 and was a camp director for many years and 
was a member of their board of directors for 45 years.   

As you can see, Dorothy has been a volunteer extraordinaire within the United Church of Canada 
which she has enjoyed thoroughly.  Dorothy, we are blessed to have you and the wisdom you bring, 
at Bayview United Church.   Welcome! 

Celebrating…. 
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BUC FAMILY DAY IS BACK!  

 

Favourite Family Recipes is the theme! 

                                        
On Sunday Feb 18, 2018, there will be a Service and Pot Luck Luncheon held 

downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. We encourage everyone to bring a favourite 

family food item from your past or present if you are able to. Look for the 

food signup sheets on the bulletin board in the Narthex during December 2017 

and January 2018. 

More details to follow in upcoming Sunday Service bulletins. 

Happy cooking!   

September 24th, 2017. 
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Submitted by Linda Fujita 
 
Yay! Our roof is done! 

In spite of a very rainy summer and some issues which   
doubled our cost, we managed to complete the replacement 
of our roof.  This was a huge job and we extend our thanks 
to Pinnacle Roofing Consultants who were invaluable in    
ensuring that our roofing contractors did the job properly so 
we should be good for several years. 

Because of the improvement in the insulation, our sanctuary 
should be warmer in the winter and cooler in the summer.  
As well, we expect some cost savings in lower energy bills.  
We also took advantage of the roofers being inside the  
sanctuary on very tall ladders and had them replace the light bulbs with LED bulbs so you 
should find that the light is better now in the sanctuary and we hope not to have any burnt 
out bulbs for at least 10 years.  The installation of LED bulbs will also provide energy cost 
savings. 

Much appreciation to the many people who donated generously to our roof fund.  We were 
able to raise $39,000 and this was a big help especially once we learned that the cost had 
doubled!!!  If you donated and didn’t receive your commemorative pen, please see Linda  
Fujita on any Sunday to pick up your pen – yes, you have to come to church!! 

We’d also like to thank Tom Maikawa and Kip Campbell for their work this summer in        
removing all the old cedar trees on the north side of the building.  One of the issues in this 
neighbourhood has been the large number of raccoons who used these trees to climb up 
onto our roof and dig holes in the flat roof.  Now they are not as easily able to climb onto the 
roof.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As well, we thank Ken Koyama for donating and planting hostas along the north side to 
make our garden more presentable.  If you would like to purchase a hosta plant from Ken to 
be planted in our garden, please let him know.  We will do some more landscape              
improvements next year. 

There are still other repairs required inside and outside this building but we will be deferring 
those until 2018. 

Property and Administration  

Kip Campbell 



Raise the Roof  Dinner and Concert 
Submitted by Linda Fujita 

A very successful event was held on Saturday, 
November 18

th
.  We had a record attendance 

of 148 people for dinner and had to disappoint 
others who wanted to attend since we were 
full to capacity.  A delicious meal of pasta, 
Caesar salad and garlic bread with yummy 
desserts was catered for us by Ian James   
Catering. 

It was amazing to 
hear all the talent 
available in our          
congregation!  There 
were 16 performances by 
our talented BUC     
members and friends  
including Karen Davidson 
who is a former member 
of our choir.  It was great 
to see Karen again as 
well as meet her parents 

and boyfriend who 
came and supported our concert. 

Performances included songs by the BUC Senior Choir, the BUC 
Children’s Chorus, the BUC Japanese Choir with Christine Ichiyen, 
Robert Barker, Chris Masuda and Karen Davidson, guitar solo by 
Ron Bloor, the Nogami Family quartet of musicians, Timothy      
Takasaki with Brian Kai and Janice Cermak, Lois Fusé on the 
oboe, odori by Kennedy Liddle, Michelle Nakamura and Naoko 
Sinclair, duet by Elda Scott and John Brooker, piano duet by  

Christine Ichiyen and Karen Quinton, Stefan Vidovic, Mélissa Danis, Brenda 
Haddock and Penny Cookson in a scene from The Magic 
Flute, and trumpet solo by John Liddle.  And, of course, 
everything was co-ordinated under the direction of our 
amazing and entertaining Master of Ceremonies, John 
Liddle. 

We were able 
to raise over 
$1,300 for the 
roof fund. Our 
thanks to all the performers and everyone who             
participated to make this evening successful especially 
Karen Quinton and John Liddle for their organizational 
skills and so much time spent planning and rehearsing 
with everyone.  We are also grateful to Ruby Shikaze for 
selling out all the tickets, Carol and Lorne MacLean for 
setting up Fellowship Hall to make sure everyone could 
dine in comfort and assisting in the serving and clean- up 
of the meal and Tom Maikawa who went out to buy 25 

extra chairs to ensure that we had enough seating for everyone! 

Brian Kai and Timothy Takasaki 

BUC Senior Choir 

Penny Cookson, Brenda Haddock, Mélissa Danis  

Keili, Mika, and Jun Nogami 

BUC Children’s Chorus 

Naoko Sinclair, Kennedy Liddle, Michelle Nakamura,  

& Stefan Vidovic 



Submitted by Kaz Shikaze 

I would like to thank everyone for their financial stewardship for the past three years.  
In the first two years of Bayview United Church we were able to pretty much meet our 
budget objectives and it looks like we should be close in 2017. You have continued to 
support your church with your weekly givings as well as responding to special        
appeals such as the roof fund, Lenten Calendar and White Gift in a very meaningful 
way, and it is very much appreciated.  

I would like to remind you of PAR as an alternative way of supporting your church. 
PAR is a direct debit program that allows people to support their church through an 
automatic monthly withdrawal from their bank account. The United Church              
administers the program following the giver's wishes (e.g., a specified amount for   
local church expenses and another specified amount for the Mission and Service 
Fund). Once a month, all PAR donations will be debited from your bank account and 
then the total, less a service fee of $0.50, will be electronically transferred to BUC’s 
bank account. PAR reduces the volunteer time that is required to record your          
donation to BUC. Let me know if you would like to support your church using PAR. 

I have been told that people are not aware of how the Mission and Vision Fund was 
created and how it is used so I will try to explain it. 

The Mission and Vision Fund was created when CJUC and TJUC sold the building 
located at 701 Dovercourt Rd. in 2005. Both congregations developed a case for the 
use of the funds from the sale of the property and as a result funds were divided as 
follows: 

Toronto West Presbytery 39%      $322,027 
Toronto Japanese United Church 28%     $300,559 
Centennial-Japanese United Church 39%    $418,636 

CJUC specified that their funds would be used for the following purposes: 

Advertising, Promotion and Website 
Christian Education and Lay Minister Training 
Outreach Partnerships 
New Staffing – Music Director, Secretary 
Capital Projects and Leaseholds 
Minister’s Housing Fund Top Up 

When CJUC and TJUC amalgamated in 2011 funds from TJUC were added to the 
Mission and Vision Fund and two other purposes were added as well. They are: 

Japanese Language Service 
Scholarships 

Funds have been spent since the Mission and Vision Fund was created in 2005 and 
the amount remaining in the fund as of December 31, 2016 is $262,792. 

I hope this clarifies how the Mission and Vision Fund came to be and how it is being 
used. 

Stewardship 
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Submitted by Ruth Graham 

It has been almost 2 years since Bayview United Church agreed to proceed with the 
sponsorship of a family from Syria. 

In the spring of 2016, we were matched with the Ahmad family, who had left Syria and 
were in Lebanon.  They had family in the Hamilton area that had put their application 
forward to the Canadian government. 

With the generous support of the BUC congregation we were able to furnish a 3    
bedroom apartment in Hamilton for the family of six.  They finally arrived December 
15, 2016. It has been a very busy year for them.  

I am now able to communicate with everyone in English.  Noor (age 16) and Yael (age 
5) are quite shy to speak but clearly understand the conversation. They are all doing 
so well.  Daniel (age 14) allowed me to take a video ‘interview’ that I have shown to 
the kids in the Sunday school. His English is very strong.  They say their Dad      
struggles the most but will continue with part time English classes until the end of the 
year. 

Father Ezzat has been working at a construction company part-time since the         
beginning of the summer.  He will become full-time in the new year.   

They love the apartment and have extended the lease.  Mother Niven gave me some 
surprising reasons; the electricity works all of the time, it’s warm in the apartment even 
when it’s cold outside, there is always hot water and they can shower whenever they 
like.   

The children are enjoying school even more this year.  It was nice to start in          
September with everyone else.  They have made friends and enjoy bike riding, soccer 
and swimming.  They are close to their family in Hamilton and see them often.  This 
has helped immeasurably in their adaptation to life in Canada. 

Our financial support for the family ends in December, but they will manage very well 
on their own.  Ezzat will be working full time.  Hamilton is a much less costly place to 
live. (Their rent is about half of what they would pay in Toronto.)   The Canada Child 
Tax Benefit is a significant source of funds given their very low income in 2016. We  
also helped them pay off the travel loan due to the Government of Canada. 

I pass along the thanks of the Ahmads to you all.  Your generous donations, financial 
contributions, your interest and concern have contributed to the successful          
sponsorship of these new “Canadians”. 

Thanks to Mary Leone in the BUC office and Paul Takasaki our treasurer for            
coordinating the administrative and financial details. My thanks also to Rev. Cindy 
Cooper and Chair Carol MacLean and the rest of the BUC Council for supporting this 
initiative. 

With our help and their determination they will all continue to enjoy great success in 
their new life in Canada. 

Syrian Family Sponsorship Update 



 
March 19 (not listed previously) 
Darrell & Nancy SAKAUYE  In memory of Tats Sakauye 
Susan OMOTO    --- 
 
APRIL 2017 
Dr. Toyomase FUSE   --- 
David KONDO    --- 
Janice MARTIN    --- 
Jan PYBURN    --- 
Cheryl WIDGERY CAMPBELL  --- 
Akemi SASAKI    --- 
Nonie KEEN     In memory of Kay Sumiya 
Henry & Tina ICHIYEN                            In memory of Marianne Abe 
Janice MARTIN                                       In memory of Marianne Abe 
Kay FUJITA     In memory of Chloe May 
Patricia IDENOUYE    In memory of Frank Idenouye 
Grace OMOTO    In memory of Michael, 50 years 
Louise NAGANO    In memory of Kaz Oiye 
Sachio & Betty TOMIHIRO   In memory of Rev. George Tomita 

 
MAY 2017 
Ken & Elaine RUTHVEN   In memory of Noby Matsugu 
Eiko WATANABE    In memory of Minako Yoshida 
Yoko WAKIYAMA    In memory of my son 
Byron & Shirley TANAKA   In memory of T&K Tanaka 
Kenichi SAITO    In memory of T. Yoshimura 
Nobuko OIKAWA    In memory of Toshio Kitagawa 
Toshie OIKAWA    In memory of Toshio Kitagawa 
Jan NOBUTO                                           In memory of Noby Matsugu 
 
JUNE 2017 
T. Oyagi     ---  
Marina YOSHIDA    In memory of Murako Yoshida 
Kay FUJITA     In memory of Ruth Usami 
Michael, Patricia & Jason KITAGAWA In memory of Sadao Kitagawa 
Fumi & Joe OHORI    In memory of Wataru & Uta Ohori 
Ken MATSUGU    In memory 
 
JULY 2017 
Nonie KEEN     In memory of Hiyoshi Sumiya 
Sue KITAGAWA    In memory of Dick Arai 
 
AUGUST 2017 
W & J GOOD    In memory of Jean Reynolds 

Bayview United Church gratefully acknowledges the special  

donations received from April 2017 to September 3, 2017. 



Hazel HAYES    In memory of Jean Reynolds 
Jim & Madeline SAKAMOTO  In memory of Ichiyoshi Akase 
Ken MATSUGU    In memory of Koji Goto 
Susan HIDAKA    In memory of Kunio Hidaka 
Ben & Amy KUNIHIRO   In memory of Murako Yoshida 
Eiko WATANABE    Wedding Anniversary of Sherry & Sam Mototsune 
 
SEPTEMBER 2017 
Barbara HARRIS    In memory of Jean Reynolds 
 

In memory of Jean McIntyre – Ron MCINTYRE, Byron & Shirley TANAKA, Carol MACLEAN, 
Dawna COLSON, Marie CRUISE, Naoko NAKAZA, George & Elaine PORTER, William & Maureen 
PORTER. 
  

For the 50
th

 Wedding Anniversary of Howard & Irene Kagawa – Tom & Judy MAIKAWA, 
Mickey KANEKO, Mr. & Mrs. H MOTOMURA, Robert NISHINO, Kaz & Ruby SHIKAZE, Noriko    
SASAKI & Karl STILLGEN, Bev & Vic SUZUKI, George & Amy WAKAYAMA, Marion YAMASE, 
Toke & Nancy YANO. 
 

In memory of Tats & Kim Sakauye – Tom & Judy MAIKAWA, Hitomi NODA, Naomi TAKASAKI, 
Kazumi NISHIMURA, Terumi TOKAWA, Wakayama Kenjinkai, Jeannie YEE, Tom & Esther         
KAWABE, Jim & Madeline SAKAMOTO, David YAMASHITA, Howard KAGAWA, Kay OIYE, Esther 
NISHIMURA, Brian KAI, Jan NOBUTO 
 

In memory of Molly Pelton - Dave PELTON, Hazel HAYES, Harriet FEAR, Linda FUJITA, Ruth 
& Robert GRAHAM, John & Barbara HARRIES, Barbara JACKSON, Margaret JACKSON, David 
JOHNSON, Carol MACLEAN, Debbie POWELL, Jim & Madeline SAKAMOTO, Kaz & Ruby         
SHIKAZE 
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Alcoholics Anonymous 
meets downstairs every 
Tuesday and Thursday 
at 8pm.   

For more information, 
call our main help line:  

416-487-5591.  

If you have a problem 
with alcohol, we have 
the solution. 

New Directory of Members and 
Friends 
There have been a lot of changes since our 
last directory was issued in 2016 so we are 
planning to issue an updated version which we 
hope to have available for sale in late           
December. 

Please review your directory information for  
accuracy in the current directory before        
November 30

th
.  A paper copy is available in 

the narthex.  Please make any changes or   
initial the entry if everything is still the same.    
Alternately, you can email                              
office@bayviewunitedchurch.ca or call Mary 
Leone at 416-447-5941 with your changes.  
Also, if you know of anyone who should be 
added or deleted, please let Mary know.  We 
hope to make the directory as accurate as  
possible.  Thanks. 
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Our Advent and Christmas Adventure:  

Sun. Dec. 3
rd

 – 11:00 a.m. – Advent I with candle lighting, and the  

celebration of Holy Communion.   

Sun. Dec. 10
th

 – 11:00 a.m. – Advent II with candle lighting, a special 
video nativity presentation by our Sunday School children and the 
placing of blue stars on the Christmas tree in memory of loved ones 
who have passed away.  A turkey luncheon will follow the service 
with special Christmas guitar music by Randy. 

Sun. Dec. 17
th

 – 11:00 a.m. – Advent III with candle lighting, the celebration of White 
Gift and Choir Cantata.  Our White Gifts will go to support Eva’s Place; for youth 
without a home. You can bring new medium sized towels, flat fitted twin size sheets and 
pillow cases, gift cards from Tim Horton’s, Subway or MacDonald’s ($5, $10, $15) or   

money.  Please no white sheets or towels.   

Sun. Dec. 24
th

 – 7:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Family Service with a Christmas drama, 
carols, solos, scriptures and candle lighting.  Come celebrate and relive the Christmas   
story once again!! 

Note: No 11:00 a.m. Service on Christmas Eve Day 

Sun. Dec. 31
st

 – 11:00 a.m. – New Year’s Eve Carol Service Come and sing your     
favourite carols. 

Sun. Jan. 7
th

– 11:00 a.m. – Epiphany Sunday We celebrate the arrival of the Magi to 
visit Jesus. 

May Christ’s Light Shine Brightly in Your Lives!  

Thanksgiving Cornucopia 
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